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Sightsavers Ireland

“Being blind is hard. Being blind in Africa is harder”

What Would You Miss Most If You Lost Your Sight?

Mary Black 

“What I'd miss most is being able to see the faces of my loved ones particularly my three children”
Leigh Arnold 

“I was born visually impaired in my left eye, as a baby and throughout my childhood had a number of different operations to try to regain the sight in the eye. I was lucky to have a great family, wonderful health system and incredible doctors to help me as a little girl. To this day I am still visually impaired in the eye but thanks to the help I got as a little girl, life is in no way hindered.

The thought of losing sight completely has therefore been something I have considered a lot over the years and I think what I would miss the most is actually seeing my loved ones. To not be able to look into their eyes and their souls would be heartbreaking.” 

Imelda May 

“I would miss the independence I have to walk freely, seeing the shapes of clouds in the sky, watching spring buds emerge on trees, seeing things I need when shopping, reading books and signposts when travelling, travelling, writing songs and birthday cards, cooking for my family, being able to look for my keys or checking myself in the mirror before going out. But most of all I would miss seeing the faces of those I love and all their expressions that go with excitement, sadness, joy and love.”
Niall Quinn 

“If I lost my eyesight it would be sporting occasions that I would miss the most. Cheltenham, Croke Park, Stadium of Light, Lansdowne Road, my kids’ matches and many other marvellous occasions which I am lucky to enjoy now to the full.”
Charlie Bird 

“The faces of my friends and family when they are both sad and happy - crying and laughing. Sometimes it is just the expression on someone's face that tells you the whole story. I would miss that.”
Marty Whelan 

“I would miss so many things if I lost my sight.  It’s the sense that would trouble me the most. The changing seasons, discovery of other countries, works of art, old movies but mostly, it’s never seeing my family again, those I love. To think that only memories of their faces would be my lot is undoubtedly the greatest loss if my sight were taken.”

 

Rick O’Shea 

“If I were to lose my sight in the morning obviously the first thing I’d miss would be the faces of people. My kids, loved ones, friends. That’s the obvious one for everyone, I think. Aside from that I think it’d be art. Paintings, photographs, buildings, movies. I love imagery with a passion so to think that I’d never see anything new shy of what I’d have retained in my head would be awful, obviously…”
Larry Gogan 

“I would miss the sight of my family it must be awful going through life without ever seeing what your children look like.”
Ruth Scott 

“The thing I'd miss most if I lost my sight is driving. I'm a very independent person and I don't like having to rely on people. And I love driving along with the radio on (2FM of course!) singing along. So I'd be mightily distraught if I lost my capacity to drive by myself.”
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