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WHAT IS WORLD SIGHT DAY?

Worldwide, 80% of blindness is avoidable

VISION 2020 – working together to eliminate avoidable blindness
World Sight Day (WSD) is an international day of awareness, held annually on the second Thursday of October to focus attention on the global issue of avoidable blindness and visual impairment. 

WSD is co-ordinated by the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) as part of VISION 2020: The Right to Sight. VISION 2020 is the global initiative for the elimination of avoidable blindness, coordinated jointly by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB), with its international membership of NGOs, professional associations, eye care institutions and corporations. VISION 2020 member organisations are working together to eliminate avoidable blindness by 2020, in order to give everyone in the world the Right to Sight.

VISION 2020 received the support of two World Health Assembly resolutions, in 2003 and 2007 respectively, each requesting the World Health Organization to provide support to the efforts of all member states to develop and implement national eye care plans, and encouraging governments to step up their efforts.
WSD became an official VISION 2020: The Right to Sight event in the year 2000, and has been marked in many different ways in countries around the world each year since then. 

World Sight Day (WSD) is an international day of awareness, held annually on the second Thursday of October to focus attention on the global issue of avoidable blindness and visual impairment. 

WSD is the focal Advocacy event for VISION 2020, highlighting the fact that 80% of blindness is avoidable (i.e. preventable and/or treatable), and providing a platform for organisations worldwide to encourage governments, corporations, institutions and individuals to actively support global blindness prevention efforts. 

WSD is supported by the 97 member organisations of VISION 2020, and events are held in association, or independently by eye care agencies, hospitals, charitable and service organisations, united in support of the VISION 2020 aim of working together to eliminate avoidable blindness.
WSD activities were reported from more than 50 countries in 2008, and there are events in many more places worldwide.  While the global World Sight Day theme and certain core materials are generated by IAPB, events are organised independently by VISION 2020 member and supporter organisations, in response to local needs and interests. 
The theme of World Sight Day 2010 (WSD10) is 
Countdown to 2020
The main outputs for WSD10 from VISION 2020 will be:

1. A new promotional video for VISION 2020: The right to Sight

2. An inclusive and interactive exhibition at World Health Organization Headquarters 

3. A gala event for IAPB members, stakeholders, supporters and prospective VISION 2020 supporters – i.e. policy makers, corporate leaders and HNW – at the Globe (HQ of CERN) in Geneva

4. Celebrity endorsements, which will be combined with video above, and aired as public service announcements on international TV stations

5. State of the World’s Sight report on the first 10 years of the VISION 2020 global initiative for the elimination of avoidable blindness (and vision impairment) – more details on this after new global data are released by WHO in June/July







VISION 2020: Working together to eliminate avoidable blindness
International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness, Registered Office: London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, Keppel Street, London WC1E 7HT, UK

Tel: +44 (0)20 7927 2973
 Fax: +44 (0)20 7958 8325  E-mail: office@v2020.org  Web: www.VISION2020.org

Registered Charity No. 1100559, Company Limited by Guarantee N: 4620869, Registered in England and Wales
VISION 2020: Working together to eliminate avoidable blindness
www.VISION2020.org/wsd10

[image: image1.jpg]