See What Makes Children Smile in Sightsavers Special Art Exhibition

17th February to 16th March

12 of the best young artists in Ireland will have their paintings displayed for the public alongside work by renowned artist, Helen Steele from February 17th to March 16th in Airfield House, Dundrum, Dublin. The paintings are the result of the Sightsavers Ireland Junior Painter of the Year Awards which asked children to create a painting under the theme ‘Seeing This Makes Me Smile’ to give children an understanding of the importance of their own sight.

Some of the paintings at the free exhibition include ‘Collecting Leaves’, ‘A Lonely Flower’, ‘Seeing the Snowman Which Daddy and I Made’, ‘Piggy power in Space’ and ‘Seeing My Family’ which were created by children aged five to 12. Helen Steele also created her own painting which makes her smile inspired by her daughter’s painting of her family.

 “The aim of the competition is to give children an understanding of the importance of their own sight and we are delighted that almost 5000 children picked up their paintbrushes to show us what makes them smile. The top 12 paintings from all around Ireland create a fun and inspirational exhibition that we hope families will come and hopefully leave with a smile on their faces,” said John Fleming, CEO of Sightsavers Ireland.

Sightsavers Ireland works through local partners in 21 countries in the developing world to prevent and cure blindness and to support those who are permanently blind and visually impaired. Sightsavers also supports inclusive education programmes for children who are blind or visually impaired.
People can find out more about Sightsavers and the competition, including top painting tips from Helen Steele, on www.sightsavers.ie or by visiting www.facebook.com/SightsaversIreland 

