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PRESS RELEASE

Children Nationwide To Get Painting For Sightsavers Ireland!
Sightsavers Ireland has invited primary school children across the country to paint ‘The sight they would most like to see’ for the first ever Sightsavers Ireland Junior Painter of the Year Awards. Sightsavers are expecting hundreds of students from primary schools right across Ireland to take part in this competition, launched to coincide with World Sight Day 2009 on the 8th October. 
The Junior Painter of the Year Awards will give primary school children a great opportunity to express their creativity and to understand the importance of sight to themselves and others. Sightsavers Ireland works through local partners in 21 countries in the developing world to prevent and cure blindness and to support those who are permanently blind and visually impaired. Sightsavers also supports inclusive education programmes for children who are blind or visually impaired.
“We hope the theme, ‘The sight I would most like to see’, will excite and inspire children. We are inviting children to paint anything they like be it their favourite footballer, a place they have always wanted to visit, a dinosaur or an elephant. Through these awards we have an opportunity to inform children about the importance of sight and to educate and raise their awareness of Sightsavers’ work,” commented John Fleming, CEO of Sightsavers Ireland.
Information packs on the Junior Painter of the Year Awards have been sent to every Primary School Principal in Ireland. Further packs are available by contacting Sightsavers Ireland by logging onto www.sightsavers.ie/schools ; by telephone, 01 663 7666; or by email; schools@sightsavers.ie. The deadline for entries is the 20th November 2009.
The Junior Painter entries will be judged by a panel including Aidan Dunne, Art Critic from the Irish Times. There are four categories; Junior and Senior Infants, 1st and 2nd Class, 3rd and 4th Class, 5th and 6th Class. Each region (Leinster, Munster, Connaught/Ulster) will have a winner from each category. All 12 winners will receive Gift Cards for Eason plus passes to Airfield. Then at the exhibition launch in early 2010, the four overall national winners will be announced.
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